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COSTA RICA 

When getting away means truly disap-
pearing, this Costa Rican hideaway deliv-
ers seclusion, serenity, and nature at your 
doorstep. BY SAHALE GREENWOOD

'
Few places embody the 
idea of escape quite like 

Costa Rica, with its wild shore-
lines, dense jungles, and built-in 
promise of pura vida. More than a 
slogan, it’s a way of being: unhur-
ried, deeply connected to nature, 
and blissfully detached from the 
noise of daily life. It’s the salt in 
the air, the laughter that lingers 
over meals of freshly caught fish, 
the ease with which time stretch-
es and softens. To land here is to 
feel the world loosen its grip.

Where the Pacific meets Costa 
Rica’s legendary Gold Coast, 
perched high above a cove of 

sun-crested waves, Casa Chame-
leon takes the country’s ethos 
of living the pure life and distills 
it into a resort experience made 
for true escape. Here, the sunsets 
feel nothing short of cinematic, 
the nights are scored by a jungle 
chorus, and the days fall into an 
easy rhythm set by the tide itself. 
It’s the romance of doing noth-
ing, a retreat where time slows 
and its pleasures reveal them-
selves in courses: the flavors 
on the plate, the beauty in the 
details, the sanctuaries you sleep 
in, and the cobblestoned streets 
just below.

   The 
Escapist
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DESIGNED TO DISAPPEAR 
The resort’s design thoughtfully 
balances open air with intima-
cy. Every line feels born of its 
surroundings—terraced into 
the hillside, open to the wind, 
softened by foliage. It breathes 
with the landscape, dissolving 
the line between indoors and 
out. Begin at the crest of the hill 
with Sentido Norte, the mahog-
any-and-teak-trimmed restau-
rant. Retractable walls let the 
ocean breeze drift through, while a rattan ceiling glows with lantern light. Tables sit perfectly spaced for 
quiet, unhurried conversation. From the adjacent bar’s 360-degree perch, watch an afternoon storm pass 
or join the quiet anticipation of sunset, when the sun slips below the ocean’s edge and the staff strikes a 
gong to mark the green flash. “It happens fast,” a bartender murmurs, “but you’ll never forget it.” Moments 
later, torches flicker and flames dance across the pool, casting the evening in an elegant glow.

PURA VIDA Hilltop villas, open-
air dining, and Pacific sunsets 
define Casa Chameleon.
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Below Sentido Norte lies the 
hotel’s heartbeat: a pool deck so 
dreamy it almost defies reality. 
An infinity-edge saltwater pool 
commands the space, and plush 
loungers and secluded cabanas dot 
the deck. Mornings bring sunrise 
yoga classes and mindful inten-
tion-setting. Here, the days drift by 
like clouds over the ocean. 

Retreat to your villa, a 
secluded sanctuary that feels 
worlds apart. In each of the 21 suites, every detail invites lingering—from the infinity-edge plunge pool 
that glows at night to the indoor-outdoor shower and the king canopy bed made for daydreams. Expan-
sive glass doors connect to the terrace, where the view is alive—frigatebirds skim the aquamarine bay, 
sailboats drift past, hummingbirds visit the flowering yellow Cortez Amarillo trees surrounding the patio, 
and, if you’re lucky, whales surface near the twin islands of Las Catalinas. It’s a view that lingers long after 
sunset, when the sea’s story continues through the cuisine just up the hill. 

WHERE THE OCEAN MEETS THE PLATE 
Costa Rican cuisine is all about freshness and a deep sense of place, and Casa Chameleon’s restaurants 
lean into that with ease. The main draw, Sentido Norte, sits at the top of the property like a culinary 
beacon glowing at sunset. Dishes here are vibrant—wood-fired and ocean-caught. Order the daily sea-
food special or a perfectly seared steak, and you’ll likely get a side story, too, from the chef who may have 
reeled in the snapper himself that morning. 

Mornings begin with a rainbow of juices and tropical fruit bowls as well as hearty Tico plates of beans, 
rice, and locally made cheese. If mornings call for green juice, afternoons invite something stronger—
poolside fish tacos and shrimp salad pair perfectly with a midday margarita. 

For a change of scene, the new Green House leans into plant-forward creations that echo the lush hillsides, 

while La Pampa Grill brings the 
heat—literally. You’ll pass blazing 
outdoor grills on your way in, the 
aroma alone enough to set your 
appetite humming. Wine pairing 
dinners are offered in the intimate 
Grotto 12. And if you venture into 
nearby town Las Catalinas, you’ll 
find even more to tempt you—
from Spanish tapas to Japanese 
small plates to Belgian waffles. 

STREETS MADE FOR  
WANDERING 
Just a short golf cart ride down 
into town, the cobblestone 
streets of Las Catalinas un-
fold—a town brimming with 
aesthetic charm and Blue Zone 
energy. Founded in 2006, it was 
designed with intention from the 
start. Car-free streets encourage 
unhurried exploration, while the 
protected, tucked-away setting 
creates a sense of ease for fami-
lies and wanderers alike. Around 
every corner, fountains trickle, 
doorways beg for a photo, and 
colorful homes and shops nod to 
the timeless design of Antigua, 
Guatemala, and San Miguel de 
Allende, Mexico.

A beach club with swing seats 
and sippable cocktails, a handful 
of restaurants, an outdoor gym 
where all the weights are drift-
wood and rocks from the shore-
line, and well-curated shops 
offer plenty to do inland—once 
you’ve had your fill of the warm 
turquoise sea.

But perhaps the most powerful 
luxury here is stillness. No cars. 
No chaos. Just the rhythm of 
waves, the pulse of the jungle, and 
the deep, body-level exhale that 
only happens when you’re exactly 
where you’re supposed to be.

Welcome to Costa Rica.  
Welcome to pura vida.

Casa Chameleon  
at Las Catalinas 

casachameleonhotels.com


